
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
Students in the Grade 1 
class taught by Mrs. Susan 
Poage at Mary Kay 
McMillin Early Childhood 
Center are shown here 
actively engaged in STEM 
and cooperative learning 
activities which are a 
common occurrence in their 
classroom. 
 
Pictured with the students 
are just some of the many 
new materials purchased 
with funding from a STEM 
grant the school received 
from the New Jersey 
Department of Education (NJDOE).  Mrs. Poage also participated in the writing of model 
Science curriculum for the NJDOE this past summer. 
 
****************************************************************************** 

Preschool students taught by 
Mrs. Caryn Panarese at Mary 
Kay McMillin Early Childhood 
Center recently made dog 
biscuits as part of their 
continuing study of pets.  
 
The children invited Timber, a 
therapy dog-in-training, to their 
classroom to be the "taste tester" 
for the biscuits they made.  
Timber is pictured here with 
Mrs. Panarese (right) and Mrs. 
Anne Corley-Hand (left), 
Principal of the Early Childhood 
Center. 

 
Prior to his arrival, the class voted on whether or not Timber would like the homemade 
biscuits, with two children being a bit skeptical of his willingness to eat them.  Much to the 
delight of the majority of students, the treats were quickly consumed and the remaining 
biscuits were distributed to dog owners among the MKMECC staff.  



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 

Creativity seems to be the theme for the month of 
March at Thomas P. Hughes School! 
 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Berkeley 
Heights Education Foundation two years ago and 
the incredible expertise of Hughes parents Paul 
and Lisa Genua, the Makey Makey Club is in full 
swing again!  
 
Students at each grade level in the school have an 
opportunity to explore computer coding and learn 
about conductivity within a fun, game-based 
environment. 
 
Click the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfQqh7iCcOU  
to learn about what a Makey Makey board can do. 

 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Also this month, students at Thomas P. Hughes School 
enjoyed a Spirit Week. 
 
A favorite day for many students was Crazy Hair 
Day.  In addition to crazy colors and mile high styles, 
these year’s hair displays also featured unique 
additions such as a soda bottle and an owl’s nest (see 
pictures).  Our families are so creative! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Students from Thomas P. Hughes 
School also demonstrated their 
creativity during this year’s Invention 
Convention. 
 
Student inventions were on display all 
day and into the evening.  Each class 
had a chance to see the wonderful 
inventions during the school day, and 
parents came after school and in the 
evening. 
 
The creations included games, toys, 
and household helpers.  The class with 
the most participation from each 
grade level won a free snack from the 
cafeteria.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 
Alexandra Cavagrotti, Carmela Buono and 
Kathleen Fitzgerald - Watershed Ambassadors 
from the Great Swamp Outdoor Education 
Center – recently visited Grade 5 students at 
Mountain Park School to present their 
EnviroScape model. 
 
This model is used to educate classes on what a 

watershed 
is and how 
everything 
we do on land also impacts the water. The students 
learned about the two different types of pollution: 
point source and non-point source.  
 
All of the MPS Fifth Graders then participated in a 
demonstration called Nonpoint Source Live, which 
allowed students to role-play a pollution scenario while 
their classmates tried to guess what they were acting 
out and then name a solution to their problem. 
 
The enthusiasm of the Mountain Park students and 
their ability to brainstorm possible solutions to 
environmental issues was very impressive! 

 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Grade 3 students at Mountain Park School 
studied the topic of immigration in a variety of 
ways during the past month. 
 
The students used their textbook as a 
resource, and then read How Many Days to 
America? by Eve Bunting, and The Long Way 
to a New Land by Joan Sandin, both of which 
recounted the hardships endured by 
immigrants. 
 
The MPS Third Graders then took an 
interactive virtual tour of Ellis Island as they 
visited each stop, viewed photographs and 
videos, and listened to audio interviews. 
Students were captivated by their experiences! 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Mountain Park School Third Graders recently 
read biographies, took notes about the important 
parts of the subject’s life, used technology to type 
their reports, and practiced their speeches that will 
be shared with parents and visitors in the coming 
weeks. 
 
During a dress rehearsal, students conducted their 
presentations while they were recorded on an iPad. 
Later, each student had the opportunity to view 
their presentation on the Promethean Board and 
conduct a self-evaluation using a rubric. This 
helped the Grade 3 students see what they were 
doing well and what areas they needed to improve.  
This activity will serve as an excellent preparation 
exercise as they get ready for their “official” 
presentations.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 

The Town Who Fought Hate was recently 
performed by the Catskill Players for the 
Grade 5 students in the Berkeley Heights 
Public Schools, thanks to a grant from the 
Berkeley Heights Education Foundation.  
 
This performance served as one of the 
student activities in a unit of study about 
tolerance and respect, which also 
included reading the book The Christmas 
Menorah, and learning about the 
Holocaust. 
 
This moving and inspirational puppet 

show is based on a true story which took place in 1993 in Billings, Montana.  Through the 
art of puppetry, the students were drawn into the struggle a Jewish family faced when a 
rock was thrown through their window because they had displayed a menorah.  The 
residents of Billings decided that they would fight this hateful act, so they all displayed 
menorahs in their windows as a show of support, unity, and respect in the community. 
 
Ms. Marilyn Merrill and Ms. Mary Niedenfuhr, Elementary School Media Specialists, 
wrote the proposal for the grant application which brought this outstanding program to 
the Berkeley Heights schools.   
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

The William Woodruff School PTO 
Cultural Arts Committee has presented 
wonderful in-school programs for 
students in Grades 2 through 5.   
 
This school year began with a program 
on the culture, history, dance, and art of 
India.  Recently, Woodruff students 
witnessed the poise and acrobatic talents 
of Asian performers (pictured, left).  
This program combined a display of 
cultural traditions with demonstrations 
of great skill, agility, and movement to 
the excitement and awe of all.   

 
 
 
  



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Mrs. Andrea Masri (pictured, center), 
Teacher of Quest/Gifted and Talented 
classes in the Berkeley Heights 
elementary schools, has been recognized 
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
as the Union County VFW Teacher of 
the Year.  Mrs. Masri is pictured here 
with VFW representatives Jerry Barter 
(left) and Joe McCourt (right) at a recent 
ceremony during which she was 
honored. 
 
Last school year, Mrs. Masri and her 
students worked collaboratively with the 
Berkeley Heights Veterans Memorial 
Committee to heighten awareness, 
gratitude and appreciation for the men 
and women who have served and 
continue to serve our great nation.  Her students worked with local veterans and active 
service members to learn about the branches of the Armed Services, interviewed veterans, 
and produced a biographical book and PowerPoint presentation on each person’s life. 
 
The culminating event in this salute to the men and women of the Armed Services was an 
assembly, held last spring, during which the veterans, their families, township and school 
officials, and members of the Veterans Memorial Committee gathered to view these 
PowerPoint presentations and listened to songs performed in the honor of the former and 
current military personnel.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

William Woodruff School loves to read, and that was 
never so true as it was during the recent PTO-sponsored 
Read-A-Thon.  Woodruff students participated in this 
reading event and charted their minutes to see which 
grade level read the most and earned an ice cream party.  
Congratulations to the classes of Ms. Sally Barmakian, 
Mrs. Karen Calabrese, Mrs. Kelly Murray, and Mrs. 
Sarah Burga!   
 
Also, as part of Read Across America Month, the 

students were welcomed to a reading assembly which featured the one and only Cat in the 
Hat (Mrs. Michele Liss, WWS Reading Specialist).  The students learned about the life of 
Dr. Seuss, listened as fellow students read the book, The Cat In The Hat, took the Oath to 
Read, and participated in the school-wide read-in.     



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
The month of March includes a time when students become the teacher at Columbia 
Middle School! 
 
Shown here is just a 
sample of presentations 
given by students in 
Mrs. Neila Schmidt’s 
Grade 6 Reading 
class.  Students were 
given their choice of 
biographies and were 
asked to consider how 
their “character” made 
an impact on society. 
 
Students were asked if 
their research compelled 
them to learn even more 
about chosen figures, 
and many agreed that 
there was more to learn. 
 
The Sixth Graders pictured here portrayed the subjects of the biographies that they read, 
including Albert Einstein, Michelle Obama, and Jane Goodall. 
 
Mrs. Schmidt shared that the students exceeded expectations in every way. “The symbols 
they brought in were both creative and well thought out.  I saw a homemade camera that 
actually worked, a typewriter made of materials found at home, and complex Lego 
structures representing bigger ideas, just to name a few.” 
 
She added, “The students took the time to not only memorize their speech, but deliver it 
with inflection.  Some students even used the accent the person would have used!”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Lilyana Walsh (front, left) and 
Keren Amkraut (front, right), 
students at Governor Livingston 
High School, were recently 
recognized by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) as winners 
of the organization’s annual 
Essay Contest. 
 
Veterans from Berkeley Heights 
came to Governor Livingston to 
present each of the winning 
students with a plaque and a gift 
card in recognition of the 
outstanding essays they 
submitted for this competition.  

 
The GLHS community congratulates Lilyana and Keren as well as all of the students who 
participated in the VFW Essay Contest.  In addition, everyone at Governor Livingston 
thanks the VFW for its continued support and commitment to the students at our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 
 
The Governor Livingston High School 
Hilltop Players proudly presented their 
Spring Musical, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, during the 
month of March. 
 
Joseph brought to life the Biblical tale 
of a young man, the favorite of his 
father, whose jealous brothers resent 
the beautiful coat he received as a gift. 
They sell him into slavery, but he 
becomes invaluable to the Pharaoh of 
Egypt due to his gift of interpreting 
dreams. It is a tale fueled by the complex emotions at the heart of human nature. 
 

This production reflected a collaborative 
effort involving Governor Livingston 
students and staff as well as members of 
the Berkeley Heights community. There 
were over 100 students involved in the 
production, in the cast, behind the scenes, 
and in the pit orchestra. This production 
featured one of the largest casts ever seen 
in a GLHS musical, and as students from 
Mountain Park, Thomas P. Hughes, 
William Woodruff, and Deerfield schools 
participated in the show as well.  

 
A production of this magnitude becomes a realistic undertaking due to the commitment 
and support received from the entire community. The music, lighting, and vocal 
performances made this production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat an 
extremely entertaining show for the whole family.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
On May 19th, the students enrolled in the Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at 
Governor Livingston High School will provide an amazing percussion performance, under 
the direction of Mr. Josef Ellis, at the annual Dare to Dream Student Leadership 
Conference at Raritan Valley Community College in Branchburg.  Mr. Ellis is a Teacher of 
Music at Governor Livingston and Columbia Middle School. 
 
The students will showcase what they have been learning throughout the year, which 
includes music theory, history, technique, world percussion, and the ability to read music. 
The deaf and hard of hearing students from GLHS have been attending this conference for 
several years now, where they are inspired by stories of success from fellow students in 
addition to attending workshop breakout sessions. 
 
Remember, April is Autism Awareness Month!  
 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 
Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting “Special Services” under the 
“Services” tab. 
 
 


